Box 154 Sep-Nov 1888 
Treasury Department, 


BUREAU OF THE MINT, 


Wish ee Die Nee Oe i Oto 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 

Superintendent U.S. Mint, 

Philadelphia. 
Sir: 

‘Under the terms of the contract made with Mr. Joseph Wharton 
on October 20, 1887, to furnish to the Mint at Philadelphia, at 
forty-two and one-tenth (42.1) cents per pound, three hundred 
thousand (300,000) pounds of Five-cent Copper-nickel Blanks, 
subject to requisitions within one year from date of said con- 
-traet, and on which contract one hundred thousand (100,000) 
pounds have been ealled for and delivered, you were authorized 
on the llth ultimo to call for an additional one hundred thousand 
(100,000) pounds. 

The contractor having demurred to the delivery of so large 
an amount near the expiration of the term of his contract, on the 
grounds that sinee his contract was made the prices of copper and 
nickel had advaneed greatly to his disadvantage, you were author- 
-ized on the 17th ultimo to make requisition upon him for fifty 
thousand (50,000) pounds, it being understood that the later and 


smaller requisition was to be in lieu of the one previously given 
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for double that amount; and it also having been considered that 





under the eireumstanees it was hardly equitable to make requisi- 
-tion beyond the imnediate requirements of the mint. 

By letter of October 29 Mr. Wharton, however, seemed dis- 
-posed to consider that the lesser requisition not having been 
accompanied by the statement on your part that it was intended in 
lieu of the larger requisition, to the execution of which he had 
objected, was to be construed as not so intended, but that the 
aggregate amount of one hundred and fifty thousand (150,000) 
pounds was to be understood as the aggregate amount for which two 
separate requisitions had been made. But having consulted 
his partners in the contract, the Seovill Manufacturing Company, 
he withdrew his objections and offered to deliver fifty thousand 
(50,000) pounds under said contraet previous to January 1, 1889, 
and, by an extension of the period of said contract, to deliver 
one hundred thousand (100,000) pounds during the year following, 
at such times as requisition might be made upon him for specifie 
amounts of copper-nieckel blanks, inilled and cleaned. You are 
now authorized to conclude this arrangement with him accordingly. 

In drawing up this arrangement with Mr. Wharton you are 


requested to recite the facets as above coordinated, as I consider 
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that this simple matter has become unnecessarily involved by 
voluminous correspondence. 


Respect ee YOUN Sy jena 


a Ls yo 
Dae Cee eel 
bases of the Mint. 
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[Abstract:] Relative to Mr. Wharton having “demurred” to the call Supt... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 8, 1888 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


Sir: 


Under the terms of the contract made with Mr. Joseph Wharton on October 20, 1887, to 
furnish to the Mint at Philadelphia, at forty-two and one-tenth (42.1) cents per pound, three 
hundred thousand (300,000) pounds of Five-cent Copper nickel Blanks, subject to requisitions 
within one year from date of said contract, and on which contract one hundred thousand 
(100,000) pounds have been called for and delivered, you were authorized on the 11th ultimo to 
call for an additional one hundred thousand (100,000) pounds. 


The contractor having demurred to the delivery of so large an amount near the expiration 
of the term of his contract, on the grounds that since his contract was made the prices of copper 
and nickel had advanced greatly to his disadvantage, you were authorized on the 17th ultimo to 
make requisition upon him for fifty thousand (50,000) pounds, it being understood that the later 
and smaller requisition was to be in lieu of the one previously given for double that amount; and 
it also having been considered that under the circumstances it was hardly equitable to make 
requisition beyond the immediate requirements of the mint. 


By letter of October 29 Mr. Wharton, however, seemed disposed to consider that the 
lesser requisition not having been accompanied by the statement on your part that it was intended 
in lieu of the larger requisition, to the execution of which he had objected, was to be construed as 
not so intended, but that the aggregate amount of one hundred and fifty thousand (150,000) 
pounds was to be understood as the aggregate amount for which two separate requisitions had 
been made. But having consulted his partners in the contract, the Scovill Manufacturing 
Company, he withdrew his objections and offered to deliver fifty thousand (50,000) pounds 
under said contract previous to January 1, 1889, and, by an extension of the period of said 
contract, to deliver one hundred thousand (100,000) pounds during the year following, at such 
times as requisition might be made upon him for specific amounts of copper-nickel blanks, 
milled and cleaned. You are now authorized to conclude this arrangement with him accordingly. 


In drawing up this arrangement with Mr. Wharton you are requested to recite the facts as 
above coordinated, as I consider that this simple matter has become unnecessarily involved by 
voluminous correspondence. 


Respectfully yours, 
James P. Kimball, Director of the Mint. 


